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Deshmukhs, they were responsible for the tranquillity and peace
of the country, and the collection of the revenues entrusted to their
charge. They used to receive about 10 per cent, of these revenues,
5 per cent, in cash or grain, and 5 per cent, in grants of arable
land. Shivaji was naturally anxious to secure a grant of this
sardeshmukhi vat an, and in 1650 he first submitted to the Emperor
Shahajahan a request for the sardeshmukhi dues in the Prants of
Junnar and Ahmednagar, over which he claimed his family had
hereditary vatan rights. Shivaji offered to enter the Moghul service
with 5,000 horses if his services were accepted. Shahajahan put
off this request for the time till Shivaji could submit his proposal
in person at Delhi. In 1657, when Aurangzeb was in command
in the Deccan under his father, Shivaji again repeated his offer.
This time it was proposed that Aurangzeb should obtain the
permission of his father to allow Shivaji to raise a force and seize
Dabhol and other sea-coast dependencies, and protect the Deccan
during Aurangzeb's absence in his wars with his rival brothers.
One Raghunathpant and Krishnaji were sent as ambassadors to
Atlrangzeb, and they were instructed to repeat the request for the
sardeshmukhi grant. Aurangzeb gave the authority which Shivaji
desired for the conquest of the Konkan, and as regards the
sardeshmukhi grant, he promised to discuss the question with
Shivaji's trusted adviser Abaji Sondev, when the latter came to
Delhi.
The third occasion when we find any reference made to these
claims was in connection with the negotiations made between
Shivaji and Raja Jayasing at the Purandar convention in 1666,
when Shivaji agreed to surrender his forts and proceed to Delhi
to make his formal submission to the Emperor. In this convention
Shi\aji requested that an assignment should be made to him from
the territories conquered from the Nizamshahi kings and transferred
to Bijapur in consideration of his hereditary claims on the
Nizamshahi government. For the first time we find in this
convention a demand made not only for sardeshmukhi, but also
for chouth, i.e., 25 per cent, of the revenue of certain districts, the
charge of collecting which chouth, as also 10 per cent.
sardeshmukhi, he undertook to bear himself. In consideration of
these concessions, he offered to pay peshkash to the Moghul
Emperor of forty ISchs of rupees, by instalments of three lakhs
yearly, and agreed further to maintain a body of troops at his own
cost for the Imperial Service. Aurangzeb made no direct reply
to the request about chouth and sardeshmukhi,, but promised
favourable consideration of the proposals submitted by Jayasing
when the latter sent the convention agreement for sanction, provided